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Can you believe it?  Parents, graduates, supporters ï can you believe we are  
starting our 15th year of operation at GPLHS?  Fifteen years of classes,  
orientation days, study halls, lunches, suppers, sports, activities, concerts,  
devotions, chapels, victories, losses, detentions, proms (almost), graduations (not 
quite), curfews, room-checks, and the list goes on and on.  And, of course, this list 
should include 15 years of training the next generation of church members and   
leaders in the truth of Godôs inerrant Word. 
I am curious to know what your fondest GPL memory is.  Could it be that special 
opening service day on August 25 of 1996?  Or the next day when GPL opened its 
doors with 23 students and 3 full-time teachers?  Or would it be December of 1995 
when 57 delegates met in Watertown and voted to start classes in the Fall of 1996?  
Or maybe even years earlier in September of 1979 when NLA  
came together and started the Dakota-Montana Lutheran High School  
Association? It may even be our 10 year anniversary celebrated five years ago. 
Do your special memories, perhaps,  come from a different angle:  the first date with 
that special someone, a district basketball or volleyball victory, a regional  
championship, a choir or class trip, or the infamous ñslinky in the fanò incident?  Who 
do we thank for all of these wonderful memories?  Well, a lot of people, but above 
everyone else we give praise and thanks to our Lord and Savior for the countless 
blessings He has bestowed upon our school and making these memories possible. 
We thank Him for a 40-acre campus; a wonderful dormitory, gymnasium, and  
academic center; a dedicated faculty and staff; caring parents and great students; 
solid community ties; tremendous overall support; a balanced budget for 9 straight 
years; a projected 2010 enrollment of almost 120 students; and we especially thank 
Him for the 202 graduates who have walked across our stage to receive their  
diplomas.   
Please join us this year as we celebrate ñGoing Great-Since 1996-By Godôs Graceò.  
Please plan to attend one of many 15-year celebration activities scheduled  
throughout the year and please email us your fondest GPL  
memory at gplhs@gplhs.org.     
Thanks for your prayers and continued support of our great  
school ï Godôs richest blessings,  
Mr. Falak 

15 Years of Blessings 

mailto:gplhs@gplhs.org


ñOne event that touched many hearts was the first choral concert presented by the students ï all freshmen and  

sophomores, and many with little previous parts singing experience.  To be honest not all the tones were perfect, 

but the hearts and voices sang to the glory of God, and at the end ï a standing ovation.  I have always felt that the  

response was in thanks to God for bringing Christian secondary education back to the Dakota-Montana District, as 

well as appreciation for what the students were able to do to honor our God.ò                       ïPastor Wayne Fischer 

 

Pastor Fischer served as the first Administrator of GPLHS from the summer of 1995 to the summer of 2000.  He 

now serves as the Director of Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat in Pittsburgh, TX.   He is pictured here with his wife 

Mary. 

and are responsible for doing the assignments and quizzes or 
tests, contacting the teacher, and asking questions as needed.  
Grades for these courses are made accessible to GPL, and these 
grades are transcribed and used when determining grade point 
averages and class rank, just like a traditional class offered 
through GPL.. 
Mrs. Jaeger is the online course coordinator, and she notes that 

these classes have really ñtaken offò in the past two years.  ñItôs a 

good way to meet a studentôs specific needs,ò she states. ñPeople 

take online courses for all kinds of reasons.  We have had a    

couple of students take math courses that didnôt fit into their 

schedules.  A student last year took German because she had 

started it at her previous school and she really liked it, but GPL 

no longer offers it.  People have taken Latin this way as well.  

Probably our most popular class is óGraphic Art and Designô, 

which is offered by South Dakota 

Virtual School.  I think we have 

eleven students taking that one-

semester class this year, and we 

had eight take it last year as well.  

Other classes students are taking 

include Web Design, Web          

Animation, Introduction to Animal 

Science,  Introduction to Veterinary 

Science, and Writing Skills and Strategies.  ñWe also have six 

students taking a computer  applications class through MLC   

second semester.  This is a great deal for them.  Theyôre getting 

two college credits and GPL is ñpicking up the tab.ò We donôt offer 

a computer class on-site, but one is required for óDistinguished 

Trackô graduation from the state of South Dakota.  Additionally, 

senior Jacob Reich (Hutchinson, MN) is taking a Bible History 

class from MLC so his load is a bit lighter when he enrolls in the 

fall of 2011.ò                                                                            

Generally, online classes cost about $300.00 per semester.  

GPL covers the cost of the first computer applications-type class 

a  student takes, but in other cases, parents choose to pay so 

that their child can have the experience of a more ñfunò or 

ñpracticalò class in which s/he is interested.  When classes begin 

at GPL on August 23, students will be sitting in desks as they 

have for years, and listening to classroom  teachers and taking 

notes as they have previously.  However, quite a 

few will also be logging in to find out their        

homework assignments and corresponding with 

their teachers through e-mail.  It seems that GPL is 

embracing the 21st century in various ways; one of 

those ways is  offering students access to online 

courses.                                                  

Blessings abound!  As we reflect  
during this, our fifteenth year as a 

school, we look back and see how greatly 
the Lord has blessed us.  We certainly do 
not have to look very hard.  One area that 
has been a great blessing is our Korean 
Program.  We have had the opportunity 
to welcome many Korean students into 

the GPL family over the years.   During the last five years, 17 students 
have come from South Korea to be a part of our student body.   It has 
allowed those students to better their English skills, while allowing our 
American  students to meet fellow children of God from across the globe.  
Mrs. Linda Guthmiller is our ESL (English as a Second Language) 
teacher.  She comments, ñThe ESL program is  specialized English  
instruction.  During the freshman and sophomore years, Korean students 
have two ESL classes per day-one grammar and one literature/reading 
class.  This helps improve grammar, vocabulary, and reading skills.  We 
work on how to put a sentence or question together.  Plus, we work on 
capitalization, punctuation, and articles-none of which the Korean  
language has.ò  
She says about the program that the students ñcome here to improve their 
English skills.  They can get into better colleges in South Korea and  
eventually get better jobs.  If they can get an American college diploma 
and are fairly fluent in English, they jump to the top few candidates for a 
job.ò 

Mrs. Guthmiller adds that ñthe ESL program is also a great mission tool.  

Most of the students that come are new to Christianity.  As they are in 

Religion class and attend church services as well as chapels, the Holy 

Spirit continues to grow and mature their faith.ò  We thank the Lord for the 

opportunity to teach these students.  We are thankful that their parents 

entrust them into our care.  Most of all we thank the Lord for the          

opportunity to continue furthering their knowledge of their Savior.                                                                                          

                  -Julie Karbula 

GPL Students Make 

Use of Online Opportunities  
Itôs no surprise that GPL students receive instruction in  
traditional ways ï in classrooms, from teachers ï as their  
parents and grandparents did.  However, those parents and 
grandparents probably werenôt taught over the internet, with 
online access to their teachers within a computer lab.  Over 
20% of this yearôs student body is taking online courses from 
various providers throughout the United States. 
óHow does this work?ô you might ask.  During the spring, when 

scheduling for the next school year occurs, students make 

known their preferences for an online class.  Students must 

have a study hall during the day when the class can be ñtakenò  

ESL Program  

ó09-ô10 Students from South Korea 

Mrs. Jayne Jaeger 



 

ñI enjoyed going to Great Plains. The student to teacher ratio was excellent so if additional help was needed it was 

there.  The stricter grading system versus typical national federal grading system was good because you had to 

work for your grades and not necessarily slide by for an A, thus learning in the process.  Being the pioneers or the 

first students for the school was great for we were part of picking the school mascot, choosing school colors, and 

the first class to graduate from a school, which were all great experiences.  The lack of classes offered was the only      
downfall, but given how new the school was and what we had to work with ended up it being adequate.   

 

All in all, if I had to pick or do it all over again I would choose to go to GPLHS.  What I did learn, the friends I did 

make, and the incorporation of religion into studies as well as life made me the person I am today, and for that I am 

grateful.ò                                                                                                             -Samuel Meyer, ó99 graduate of GPL 

Pastors David Maertz, Nathanael Seelow, and Miss Jennifer Proeber  
recount the experiences they shared with GPL students during the        
summer  months.  We thank the Lord for the willingness of these students 
and  teachers to spread the news of their Savior!  

From June 12-19, Pastor Maertz and several GPL students spent time in Billings, MT.  
It was there that these students had the unique opportunity of combining a love for  

soccer, along with their love for their Savior.  Pastor Jon Zimpelmann, a very skilled  
soccer player himself, led the Apostles Soccer Camp.  Pastor Z, The GPL students 
and other coaches taught soccer skills to be practiced each day.  The coaches also 
shared the more important message ñof Godôs love in the Bible and how the kids can 
apply Godôs love to their every day lives,ò states the campôs brochure. Looking back 
on this experience, some of the GPL students answered a few questions.  Why did 

you want to go on this mission trip?  ñI love soccer and kids. It was a great way to 
share my faith and meet new peopleò commented senior Lauren Maertz.  Would you 
do something like this again and why? Sophomore Alyssa Maertz answered, ñYes, 
it was a lot of fun and a great opportunity to spread God's Word.ò What made this 

trip special to you  personally?    Senior Zak Feil responds, ñThe kids made it   
special because I got to know them all personally  and spend time with all of them 

and make them happy with soccer and Gods Word.ò 
 

Four GPLHS students and I dedicated a week of summer break to helping Salem Lutheran Church in Scottsdale,    
Arizona.  With a growing Hispanic population in the neighborhood, the church has seen the need for a different kind of 
outreach than what they have done in the past.  Led by  the synodôs Hispanic Outreach Director, Missionary Timothy 

Flunker (father of our beloved Tutor Flunker), we offered our knowledge of Spanish and desire to do the 
Lordôs work to the church.  We hung fliers on doors around the neighborhood and then conducted 
a 3-day Multicultural Vacation Bible School.  The VBS was entitled ñJesus, Peter and Meò and 
focused on how God gives us the ñtackle boxò of tools that we need to be Fishers of Men.  There 
were a variety of children and parents whom we had the pleasure of meeting and whom we pray 
will continue to grow in the Word.   
The days of work were counterbalanced by a chance to visit an Apache Reservation to hear of the 
difficulties and the blessings of the Lordôs work from an Apache Evangelist.  We were also 
blessed to see the Lordôs marvelous creation with a dayôs trip to the Grand Canyon!  This trip was 
made possible thanks to the warm hearts at Salem, the experience and hard work of Missionary 
Flunker and the Great Plainsô Teens in Ministry Fund.  We thank all involved for giving us this 
chance to be fishers of men!  Please keep Salem in your prayers as they continue to reach out to 
those in their community! 

Katie Fritze,  

Courtney Hoff,  

Jasmine Benike, 

Samantha Bunney 

Zack Feil, Nick Lindwurm, Pastor Maertz, Michael 
Lendt, Trevor McKnelly, Samantha Bunney, Alyssa 

Maertz, Lauren Maertz, Mikayla Mattick  

This past June, Tutor Seelow and five students travelled nearly 2000 miles to the 
sunny coasts of Florida to assist with the outreach of Christ the King  
Lutheran, a mission church in Palm Coast, FL. This trip was funded by the Teens in 
Ministry program at Great Plains. Christ the King was established in 2007, and has 
brought numerous volunteer groups from around the nation in to help canvass the 
city. This was the third trip made by students from Great Plains to Palm Coast.  The 
team canvassed nearly 3000 homes, sang in a choir for two worship services, and a 
few offered their musical abilities by playing instruments. ñIt was a blast!ò said Rachel 
Lindwurm, ñIt really opened my eyes to what churches outside the Midwest really look 
like! I would do it again!  Definitely!ò 
Despite some strong storms and very warm temperatures (100+), the team did enjoy 
some rest and relaxation throughout the week with a few trips to the beach, to Cape 
Canaveral and NASA, and to a castle in St. Augustine, the oldest continuously-
inhabited city in the United States (founded 1692). They topped off the week by 
spending two days in Orlando and having fun in the sun at Universal Studios.  If you 

would like more information about Christ the King Lutheran Church, visit www.ctkpalmcoast.com. For 
more information concerning Teens in Ministry, visit the Great Plains website.                                                                                                                                                                                  

April Diekman, Rachel Lindwurm, 

Christina Mueller,  

Jon Reichel, Joe Weseloh 

http://www.ctkpalmcoast.com/


ñWhen we built the first dorm, the students were required to put in volunteer     laborðthat included the local  

students.  No one complained they just worked.  Also I think back to when the dirt work was being done for the 

school building, a few minor mishapsð like a tractor sliding down the side of one of the dirt piles.  Businesses 

from the community volunteered time and equipment; the engineer surveyed several times just to help.  A local 

architect gave good advice.  People donated their equipment for months at a time.  Paul, Doug and David Arndt 

worked for pretty much 2 summers in a row getting the land prepped for buildings.ò                                            

           -Liz Arndt 

 

Liz Arndt has served as GPLôs Financial Assistant for 15 years. 
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Over the last 15 years GPL has been blessed 

with an abundance of students.  The first 

ϹϥϡϲΞϴϯΞϳϥϥΞϧϲϡϤϵϡϴϥϳΞϷϡϳΞΰθθθέΞΞϋϥϴᶯϳΞϳϥϥΞ

what a few of those graduates are up to.  

Pam (Krause) Bundy  

 Watertown, SD; married to Dan Bundy; 

Blessed with daughter Ashia.  Pam is    

currently the DSP for 

Human Service Agency.  

 

Phil Hayes  Fargo, ND; 

Married Andree Kallas 

ΧᶮίαΨΞϩϮΞᶯίγκΞ 

Acquired dog  

Georgia from 4 Luv of Dog Rescue in 

Fargo. Phil is  

currently Branch Manager of 

US Bank  

 

Samuel Meyer  

Vermillion, SD.   

Currently working in the 

Quality Assurance  

Department for At&T. Working  

toward further education in the 

near future.      

 

Michelle Ristow  

Lives in the 

Milwaukee area  

Going to MATC to study to 

be a paralegal  
 

Mical Schaffer  

Wauwatosa, WI;  

Married  

ϒϥϢϥϫϡϨΞΧχϩϭϭΨΞϩϮΞᶮίδέΞρϬϥϳϳϥϤΞϷϩϴϨΞϴϨϲϥϥΞ 

children: Corbin, Caden, and Mina. Mical is  

currently a Behavioral Health  

Therapist at the Aurora  

Psychiatric Hospital in  

Wauwatosa.    

 

Matthew Schliewe  

Sheboygan, WI; Married Shawn (Hollman); 

Blessed with two daughters.  Matthew is  

currently a CNC machinist.    

FIFTEEN YEARS 
How did GPLHS get to be the great school that it is today?  It took some 
people who were unhappy that Northwestern Lutheran Academy (NLA) 
closed and used their love for secondary Lutheran education to inspire 
others to work toward restoring Lutheran High School education in South 
Dakota.  Seventeen years later that effort resulted in the opening of  
another Lutheran High School to do what NLA had done so well for 51 
years.  But opening the school was only the beginning ï buildings and  
payments, teachers and salaries and other expenses became a major  
challenge.  Once the initial buildings were completed, it wasnôt long before 
additions were required to accommodate a growing student body.   
Meanwhile there is a string of nine years when income from  
congregations, individuals and organizations equaled the budgeted 
amount.  So we ask: Why is the history of GPLHS a reality?  It is because it 
was HIStory ï Godôs story of grace.  God blessed plans and provided   
personnel and inspired gifts and talents to make GPLHS what it is  
today.  GPLHS is going great ï by Godôs Grace.  He blessed in spite of  
worries, failure to pray, lack of trust, selfishness, greed and more.  Letôs  
celebrate Godôs grace this 15th year.  
 
GROWING NEED ï GROWING FUND 

During our 15th year we are inviting gifts for student assistance.  In recent years 
student assistance distribution has been between $35-$45k.  Of this amount,  
$6-$8K comes from the Endowment Fund, about $15K is from GSI (plus GSI   
offers more to individuals through their tuition work program) and individual gifts 
of $10-$15K.  More dollars are needed and anticipated in the future.  Our goal 
for this 15th year is to add $100K to the program.  Of this amount, $50K will be 
added to the Endowment Fund and $50K will be paid out over ten years.  To 
get this effort underway, I suggest that for the next 15 weeks you put aside your 
change and make that the foundation of your birthday gift.  

Upcoming Event Calendar  
Sept. 3      NLA Event 
                 Football Parentsô Night 
Sept. 14    Volleyball and Cross Country Parentsô Night 
Sept. 17    Homecoming 
                 Panther for a Day 
Oct. 1       Grandparents Day 
Oct. 3       Fall Festival 
Oct. 8       Lake Region Marching Band Festival 
Oct. 24     GPL Sunday 
Nov. 6      Association Delegate Meeting 10:00 
Nov. 6      Auxiliary Meeting  10:00 
Nov. 7      Fall Awards Banquet 
Nov. 12-14   WELS Choral Fest 

   Dec. 12     Christmas Concert 4:00 
For a complete listing of all the music events check out the music 

webpage at www.gplhs.org/music. 

A very special thanks to Virgil and Sue Borns at Professional Mailing and 

Marketing for providing us with printing services of the Grains newsletter.  

Thank you for your many years of consistent, hard work and excellent service, 

and for this our first all-color edition of the Grains!  We appreciate you! 


