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Sunday of Church Year – United in Praise Celebration Sunday – Date                        
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Prayer before Worship – Help us to serve you evermore With hearts both pure and lowly. And may your Word, that light divine, Shine on in splendor holy That we repentance show, In faith ever grow. The pow’r of sin destroy And evils that annoy. Oh, make us faithful Christians. And for your gospel let us dare To sacrifice all treasure; Teach us to bear your blessed cross, To find in your all pleasure. Oh, grant us steadfastness In joy and distress. Lord, for your mercy’s sake, Let us by grace partake Of endless joy and glory. (CW 536:3-4).

Ringing of Bell and Welcome: (optional) 
Opening Hymn: CW 540 – Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng (We will stand for the singing of the last stanza)

Responsive Words of Praise, Dedication and Confession and Absolution

M:
The grace of our Lord ( Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Throughout the history of the world God has always instructed his people that the wonderful truths of his saving love should be passed down from generation to generation. The Psalmist reminds us – We will not hide them from our children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD. 

C:
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

M:
Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. One generation will commend your works to another, they will tell of your mighty acts. 

C:
Lord, let you mercy by on us, as we place our trust in you. 

M:
Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. 

C:
Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.  

M:
We are united to praise you today for our Great Plains Lutheran High School at which many of young people have attended and sat at the feet of Jesus. Thank you for enabling us to preserve and proclaim your saving gospel there. 
C:
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world.

M:
Today, O Lord, we ask that you again renew us by your Word (and sacrament), that you reform our hearts and minds, and that you once more restore to us the joy of fellowship with you and service for you. Grant to us here today at (insert name of church) the courage of the apostles and the dedication of those who have gone before us to continue to preach and teach your Word. 
C:
May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

M:
Help us today, O Lord, to make this a time for confession and repentance. Forgive us for the apathy that harms our faith and hinders our works. Forgive us for boasting of our past achievements and for blaming others for our present problems. Rid us of indifference to public worship and Bible study. Destroy the distrust that plagues us, and shatter every thought and word that harms the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace.

C:
Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits within us.




Here a moment of silence may be observed for individuals to confess specific things

M:
God has indeed forgiven all of our apathy and pride, our indifference and unfaithfulness. He has laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all, having can​celed the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. After rising from the dead, Jesus appeared to his disciples and said, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.” As a called servant of Christ, I now exercise the authority the Lord has given to his Church. In his place and following his com​mand, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ( and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.

M:
Give glory to God for his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: 
Sings the following hymn – the organist will briefly introduce it. (Sung to the tune of CW 517)


1. All glory be to God on high! We praise, we thank, we glorify,


And worship You, Who gives earth peace, Whose love and favor never cease.


Lord God, our King on heaven’s throne, Our Father, the Almighty One


2. O Lord, the Sole-begotten One. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son. 


O Lamb of God, You take away The sin of all, now hear us pray. 


You rule at God’s right hand this day, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

3. You only are the Holy One; O’er all things You re Lord alone.

O Jesus Christ, we glorify You only as the Lord Most High, 

Who with the Spirit e’er shall be One in the Father’s majesty.


M:
Let us pray: O God, you have promised to be with your Church forever. We thank you for all who were part of the founding of our Great Plains Lutheran High School. We praise you for everyone who has contributed in some way to the United in Praise capital campaign. Continue to look with favor on our beloved high school so that those who teach and those who learn will be richly blessed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:
(spoken) Amen.  

Be seated

The First Lesson: 1 Chronicles 29:6-14 -  King David praises the Lord for the generous gifts the people brought to build the temple in Jerusalem. (or use a lesson of your choosing e.g. if you are going to preach on the suggested celebration sermon text (Joshua 4:19-24)  you could use that read that here). 
M:
This is the word of the Lord.

The Psalm of the Day:  If you want to continue to follow the pericope, use the designated Psalm of the Day - otherwise consider CW Psalm 67.

The Second Lesson: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 - 
M:
This is the word of the Lord.

C:  (sings)  to the tune of CW 531 – The organist will briefly introduce the song before we sing it.


Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone,


Chosen of the Lord and precious, Binding all the Church in one,


Holy Zion’s help forever And her confidence alone.

Stand

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 7:24-27 -  Di.

M:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: 
(sings) To the tune of CW 531
Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son, 

Praise and honor to the Spirit, Ever Three and ever One, 

One in might and one in glory While unending ages run!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: CW 512 – Let Children Hear the Might Deeds
The Sermon: Joshua 4:19-24 – cf. Sermon Suggestion
WHAT DO THESE STONES MEAN?

1. They testify of God's blessings from the past.

2. They remind us to share these blessings in the future.

Stand

The Apostles’ Creed: (sung to the tune of CW 169) or use a confession of faith of your choosing. 

I believe in God the Father, Maker of the heav’ns and earth


And in Jesus Christ, our Savior, God’s own Son, of human birth


Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate, Whom the Spirit did conceive, 


Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Our salvation to achieve.


Crucified, was dead, and buried, Down to hell in victory; 


From the dead he rose the third day; Up to heav’n triumphantly.


There at God’s right hand he’s ruling, By his will the world is led.


He will come to judge the nations, Both the living and the dead.


I believe in God the Spirit, In His Church, his chosen band.


They are joined in close communion, Holy in his sight they stand. 


I believe that sins are forgiven; That the dead will rise again;


I believe in life eternal. Amen! Amen! Amen!

The Offering:  
The Prayer of the Church:
M:
Gracious Lord, you have redeemed us with the blood of your Son, brought us to faith by the work of your Spirit, and promised to keep us in faith through your Word and sacraments. Accept our humble thanks for these rich blessings, and help us to rejoice in them and to use them faithfully.

C:
Hear us, O heavenly Father.

M:
Gracious Lord, you have brought us together in a church body in which your Word is proclaimed in its truth and purity, in which the message of reconciliation through your Son is still the central teaching, and in which the focus of mission is to reach the lost and strengthen the saved. For this gift of your grace, we give you thanks and ask that you would rekindle our zeal for the work you have set before us.

C:
Hear us, O Lord of the Church.

M:
Gracious Lord, you have given us opportunities to share your Word in our country and throughout the world. We thank you for the faithful service of our church leaders. We thank you also for moving the hearts of young people to prepare for the teaching and preaching ministry. Help us view them as your precious gifts, and give us the willingness and the means to put them to work in your vineyard.

C:
Hear us, O Head of the Body.

M:
You have brought us together as a church body that we may show forth your praises. Help us as individuals, as congregations, and as a synod to let our light shine so that more people may be led to glorify you When we fall short of living and working together as your holy people, forgive us and renew in all of us a dedication to humble service to you and to one another.

C:
Hear us, O Spirit of truth.

M:
Gracious Lord, we thank you for the generous gifts your people have offered in response to your amazing love. Use these gifts to further your kingdom for the glory of your holy name.


Special prayers and intercessions may follow


Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.


Silent prayer


Hear us, help us, and hold your guiding hand over us for Jesus’ sake.

C:
Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer:
Communion Liturgy or Hymn: 

Closing Prayer: 

The Blessing: 
Closing Hymn -  CW 528 – Christ is our Cornerstone
