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Bible Study Week #2
Funding It
Leader’s Guide: Please adapt and adopt as you deem fit. 
Introduction:
Quickly make a list of at least 5 significant expenses and/or issues that are involved with a building project. 

Answers can vary but things like – materials, labor, purchasing land, furnishings, zoning/inspections,  having a good contractor who will keep subcontractors on tasks. Again the goal is to help them see that buildings cost money and a great deal of effort of planning and management.
Solomon was ultimately the one who built the first temple for the Children of Israel. Let’s look at how this building was financed. 
Read 1 Chronicles 22:14; 1 Chronicles 29:3-8 
1. How much did David contribute from the national treasury? 

100,000 talents of gold, 1 million talents of silver, quantities of bronze and iron too great to be weighted.

2. How much did David contribute from his personal treasures? 

3,000 talents of gold, 7,000 talents of silver from David's personal treasures.

3. How much did the leaders of Israel contribute? 
5,000 talents of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze, 100,000 
talents of iron from the leaders of Israel.

4. What would be your best guess of how much would Solomon’s temple cost in today’s dollars? 

There is debate of whether 1 talent = approximately 75 lbs or 60 lbs. Either way – lots of money we will go with the lesser amount. 
· GOLD=  108,000 talents of gold – 108,000 talents @ 60 lbs = 6,480,000 pounds of gold x’s 16 oz per pound = 103,680,000 ounces of gold @ $1,280 per ounce (in February 2019) = $132,710,400,000.  
· SILVER - 1,017,000 talents of silver @60 lbs would be 61,020,000 pounds of silver x’s 6 oz would be 976,320,000 x $15.52 per ounce (February 2019) = $15,152,486,400
· TOTAL OF GOLD AND SILVER – $147,862,886,4000. 
One of the points to emphasize is that when we are a building that will seek to honor God and be used in his kingdom – it is OK to spend money. 
Our United in Praise campaign is seeking what we might view as a great deal of money, but let’s see how David helps us understand some things about that money. 

Read 1 Chronicles 29:9-19
1. Looking at v9 – what strikes you as important when it comes to God’s people bringing their gifts? 
They rejoiced because they had given willingly, freely and with a whole heart? 

2. What truth does David recognize in verse 11 that he repeats when he wrote Psalm 24:1?

The heavens and the earth all belong to God

3. Where else in this section does David repeat that thought? 

v12 – riches and honor come from you

v14 – all things come from you

v16 – all this abundance . . . comes from your hand and is all your own. 

4. We say repetition is the mother of learning. Summarize what the Holy Spirit wants us to truly understand when we read these words!  

Our possessions are not ours to start with – IT ALL BELONGS TO GOD! 

Read 1 Chronicles 29:20-22

1. Besides gifts of money which were used for construction purposes. What else did God’s people give back to the Lord on this day? 

v.21 – at least - 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, 1,000 lambs. It might be hard to put a price tag on the value of these gifts but again note the generosity 

2. What basically happened to these gifts? What would be comparable for us to do today? 
They were burned up on the altar. Let that sink for a moment. You might point out that next week everyone should to bring 4 $100 bills to church (not checks but cash) and put them into the offering plate and after the ushers collected the offering it would be brought to the front of church and burned. Talk about the struggle we might have doing such thing yet the people of Israel were delighted to do this. THESE WERE THANKOFFERINGS! It is worth noting that David calls attention to the condition of the hearts of God’s people v17-18. 

3. Pull some thoughts together and write down several reminders/encouragements that you take away from this section of God’s Word? 

Answers will vary but hopefully include: 

· It is not mine to start with

· Their hearts were behind their gifts

· They gave generously

· They gave sacrificially (animals were burned)

As of February 2019 we have been blessed with over 2 million dollars of gifts and commitments. While the United in Praise campaign certainly won’t be billions or even ten million dollars, we are still praying that we might raise several more million. This can only happen under God’s blessings. At the same time we have already seen that God has every right to expect his people to be generous because all of it belongs to him in the first place. 
Christian Stewardship has been defined by some to simply mean: A child of God being a faithful manager of all that God has given to me to fulfill God’s mission and purpose for my life to his glory.
In order to grow in my life of stewardship, I need God's law to convict me of my sin — including my sins of covetousness, my greed, my selfishness, my materialism, my divided loyalties, my lack of trust, etc.  In order to grow in my life of stewardship I, most importantly, need the gospel to assure me that Jesus has paid for all of my sins - including my failings in the area of stewardship. This same gospel motivates and empowers me now to a life of God pleasing giving.

With that background, read the following passages that will underscore and share other reminders and encouragements. After each passage note one or more thoughts about Christian Stewardship, in particular managing God’s treasures, that are addressed. 
TO TEACHER – THESE ARE PRINTED IN THE STUDENT GUIDE BUT YOU CAN EASILY DELETE THEM IF YOU WANT THEM TO LOOK UP THE PASSAGES. 

1. Psalms 24:1 (this one is review) - The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 

None of it is mine. It is all the Lord's to start with!

2. Luke 12:42 - The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time?

God requires that I be a wise manager of HIS gifts.

3. 1 Corinthians 10:31 - So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

Even Stewardship (managing God's resources to fulfill God's mission) is to be done for God's glory — 100%

4. 2 Corinthians 5:14 - For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.

My stewardship clearly cannot be, "What's in it for me?" But rather "What can I do for the sake of the gospel!"

5. 2 Corinthians 9:6 - Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.

God is pleased with generous giving.

6. 2 Corinthians 9:7  (Hint there are a couple in this one) - Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver

God is pleased with free will giving.
God is pleased with planned giving.

7. Proverbs 3:9 - Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;

God is pleased with firstfruits giving.

8. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (HINT there are at least 3 things to note in this passage) - On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

God is pleased with regular giving.

God is pleased with every member giving.

God is pleased with proportionate giving.

Taking it Home and Making It My Own

A/D -  Christian Education doesn’t cost – it pays!

Obviously there is a price that comes with Christian Education including training and building, etc. but there are also tremendous blessings – eternal blessings. 
Wrap up – 

We are being given the opportunity to help support the United in Praise Campaign. May each of us give this prayerful consideration as together, under God’s blessings, we seek to raise the money for a building addition at our Great Plains Lutheran High School. Please feel free to contact the Great Plains Mission Advancement office if you have further questions. We invite you to return those commitment plans A.S.A.P. 
Closing Prayer: Lord, we thank you for the many individuals who have spent time and effort on the United in Praise campaign. We humbly ask that you use us to bless these efforts so that future generations of young people can be trained in training and instruction of you, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
For Further Discussion as Time Allows – these are not in the student guide but can easily be added or simply asked aloud in class. 

1. How would our lives be different if we didn’t buy so many things? 

This is an open ended question but a trend currently is simplicity or downsizing. 

2. A/D – Show me your checkbook or credit card statement and I’ll show you your priorities in life. 

Probably mostly agree with this statement. Our spending habits reveal a great deal about our priorities including making the Lord a planned part of our budgets and also how we can help others. The exception might be if people are very diligent with volunteering time or talents. 
3. Give a definition of wealth – 
This is a pretty open ended question as it helps us explore areas we might be wealthy (health, family, talents, time, 

4. Would you rather die a rich person or a poor person? Explain . . . 

Again pretty open ended. We certainly want to be good stewards and perhaps even pass on wealth to children, grandchildren and the church. At the same time if can be penniless and if we have Christ we are the richest people alive – now and forever. 

Student guide on the next several pages.
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Taking it Home and Making It My Own:
A/D -  Christian Education doesn’t cost – it pays!

Wrap up: 

We are being given the opportunity to help support the United in Praise Campaign. May each of us give this prayerful consideration as together, under God’s blessings, we seek to raise the money for a building addition at our Great Plains Lutheran High School. Please feel free to contact the Great Plains Mission Advancement office if you have further questions. We invite you to return those commitment plans A.S.A.P. 

Closing Prayer: 
