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Accredited… So what?
Many parents shop for schools in an effort to give 
their children the best opportunities. So how do they 
choose? For what are they looking? An article shared 
by PrivateSchoolReview.com noted things like chil-
dren’s happiness, quality of teaching, curriculum, 
cost, extracurricular activities and facilities as import-
ant deciding factors. The article did not specifically 
say that parents are looking for an accredited school, 
but maybe it goes without saying that a school that 
wants to assure families of its quality needs to be ac-
credited. 

By God’s grace, GPL is accredited by three agencies: 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod School Accreditation (WELSSA), National 
Council for Private School Accreditation (NCPSA) and South Dakota Department 
of Education. Being accredited demonstrates some important things about GPL.

Accreditation means that GPL desires to effectively carry out its mission. GPL is 
blessed to carry out God’s “kingdom work” - partnering with parents to help young 
people grow as Christ’s disciples for their journey through this life to their eternal 
home in the kingdom of heaven. Recognizing the importance of this work, GPL 
desires to serve families with excellence in every facet of its program of Christian 
education. WELSSA has 285 standards that help to comprehensively define a good 
Christian school. GPL achieved and maintains this accreditation by successfully 
meeting certain required standards and 95% of all the standards (85% minimum 
requirement).

Accreditation means that GPL invites accountability for providing high quality 
Christian education. Every five years, GPL gets to conduct a self-study during which 
a large team of “inside” people look for evidence that verifies whether or not the 
accreditation standards are being met. At the conclusion of the self-study, a team 
of approximately five “outside” people comes in to verify the self-study. This visit-
ing team ultimately decides whether or not accreditation has been achieved. It also 
shares commendations and recommendations based on its findings.

Accreditation means that GPL desires to continuously improve. Accreditation is 
not just a feather in the cap, it is an opportunity to turn the self-study and visiting 
team's recommendations into a five-year School Improvement Plan that guides the 
ongoing improvement of the school. The work of helping GPL be the best Christian 
school it can be is never finished.

Maintaining GPL’s accreditation is a lot of work, and it is well worth it. As the Bi-
ble verses suspended from the ceiling in our gym remind us… “God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 
5:8). Jesus rescues us and saves us!  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart 
as working for the Lord” (Colossians 3:23). As God’s redeemed children, we get to 
serve God to the best of our ability in all things, including how we operate our Chris-
tian high school and maintain its accreditation.
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Facility  Expansion Update

Top: Inside of the auditorium.  
A crew is measuring to put in the seating.

Bottom: Progress on the auxiliary gym walls.

                                                                                                                       
United in Praise Building Update
     
As you read this, we will not only be using 
our new kitchen and cafeteria, but also, Lord      
willing, we will be gathering for chapel services 
and preparing for our spring musical in our 
new auditorium. (Please note, performances 
of our musical, Beauty and the Beast, are now    
scheduled for May 5-7.) What a blessing it is to 
be making use of these wonderful facilities!

Work on the auxiliary gym is progressing      
nicely. Throughout March and April we have 
seen progress on the gym walls and roof sys-
tem. This puts us on track for completion of 
this space around the end of May.

Please join us in praising the Lord for this     
progress and the support that has made it pos-
sible!

Finishing Touches is the name of our effort to provide the furnishings and equipment that will enable us to make 
the best use of all our new facilities. 

April 2022 is the last month we will be making a concerted effort to invite Finishing              
Touches gifts for the kitchen and cafeteria and the auditorium and music room phases of 
our expansion project. If you would like to make a gift before the end of April, the informa-
tion you need can be found at www.gplhs.org/united-in-praise. Scroll down and click on 
Finishing Touches or use the QR Code at the right.

In May our focus will shift to funding the equipment and furnishings needed in the auxiliary gym. This will 
include basketball and volleyball standards, scoreboards, tip-and-roll bleachers, wall pads, and a basic sound 
system. The cost of these items will be in the range of $80,000.

We are grateful for each gift that helps make our new facilities fully functional and usable by our students and 
guests to our campus!

Facility  Expansion - Finishing Touches



Mission Advancement Update          
It humbles me to see the tremendous support we have for the Ministry of GPL. 
We are so blessed to have people like all of you praying for, helping with and 
giving  support to the ministry GPL gets to share with young people. Young 
people today more than ever need these opportunities to be built on the Rock 
of our Savior. Thank you for your continued support. 

Here are several ways you can help support the Ministry of GPL. You can pray:

• that our present students use all their talents to God’s glory and that they 
grow daily in the sure hope of our salvation through Christ;

• that more families see this need for their children and are willing to make 
the sacrifices it takes to send their children here to be built on the Rock of 
Our Salvation;

• that the Lord opens your heart to make you willing to take time and    
volunteer to help out at Great Plains Lutheran;

• that you and many other individuals are led to establish estate plans that include the Lord’s work being 
done at Great Plains;

• that you take an opportunity to support one or both of Great Plains Lutheran’s endowment funds (Active 
Ministry, Student Assistance);

• that you and many others rejoice in the ministry of GPL by making additional financial gifts to the ministry 
of Great Plains Lutheran.

The Mission Advancement office is wanting and willing to help you make use of the many opportunities to 
support the mission of GPL. Please give us a call and I will be glad to sit down and meet 
with you. This will give me a chance to discuss with you some of the many ways to help by 
volunteering, getting started on your estate plans, contributing to our     endowment funds, 
and making beneficial gifts to the Ministry of GPL.

Alumni Spotlight - Dan Guthmiller       
Attending GPL for highschool was an incredible blessing to me at the time, 
and it continues to bless me today. GPL taught me not to be afraid to show 
and share my faith with others. I have had the opportunity to share my faith in 
my career. For the past 17 years, I have worked at Terex Utilities in Watertown. 
I have been able to visit with coworkers about St. Martin’s and my faith. 

The teachers at GPL not only cared about me as a student, but as a child of 
God. I was not only blessed to receive a quality education, but I was also able 
to participate in a variety of extracurriculars. During these extracurriculars, I I 
formed strong Christian friendships that I still have today. 

Living in Watertown, I have been able to witness many different teachers and 
administrators serving at GPL. The positive Christian environment has con-
tinued to be a focus of the teachers and school leaders. I am excited to see how GPL continues to grow and share the 
Gospel to many more in the future! 

My wife, Amber, and I are excited to raise our son, Calvin, in Watertown. We are excited that through St. Martin’s and 
GPL, we have a Preschool-12th grade Christian education already set up for our son.

Mission Adv. Director
Jeff Roloff



Your home is in Anchorage, Alaska. How did you come to be a student at 
Great Plains Lutheran High School in Watertown, South Dakota?

I heard about GPL through my brothers. Both of my older brothers went to GPL 
and they heard about it through a family friend from church who had kids here as 
well

What are some of the challenges and benefits of being that far from home?

A challenge of being so far from home would be the loneliness I experienced. An-
other challenge was coming in freshman year and living with my first roommate, 
I was really nervous about it. A benefit of living in the dorms, though, is that your 
other friends are a door or two away! One benefit of being so far away is that I 
had to grow up and be able to handle situations on my own. The responsibilities 
I will face in my day to day life have already started, and I am being prepared to 
handle similar situations.

You are a junior this year. Over the years, what activities have you gotten involved in at GPL?

I have been involved in volleyball, basketball, boys basketball managing, track, chess club, oral interp, solo/ensemble 
contest, celebration choir, honor choir, book club, student council, and I will be participating in the musical and golf 
this year. 

Talk about your fine arts experiences. Are there some             
especially memorable moments?

When I think of fine arts, I think of Mr. Martens. He has been one 
of my biggest supporters since the moment I walked into my 
first oral interp meeting. Moments from fine arts activities that 
I will never forget are honestly just goofing off with my friends 
in between rounds during an oral interp meet. God has bless-
ed me with so many wonderful memories over the years that 
embarrassing ones, like walking into a room while someone was 
performing, get put towards the back of my mind.

Have your fine arts experiences challenged you? Have they 
changed you? Can you explain how?

I would not be the person I am today without fine arts. In my years, fine arts has taught me not only how to perform 
under pressure, but also how to deal with that pressure and compartmentalize it. My fine arts activities have taught 
me how to speak, and sing, in front of others and to do it with confidence. Doing OI and the solo/ensemble contest has 
also helped me immensely in my day to day classes. They have also helped me in my personal life in writing poetry and 
short stories.

Since you have the stage, is there anything in particular you’d like grade school students or their parents or   peo-
ple in general to know about our school?  

When I was in eighth grade I was really not sure about coming to GPL. 
I've been in a WELS school since kindergarten and my grade school 
had 40 kids from pre-k to eighth grade. I really really wanted to go 

to a public school because I had never experienced it before! But, my 
parents told me that they wanted me to come to GPL, at least for a 
year. Thank God my parents did not listen to me! I know now that I 

would not have gotten this level of education anywhere else. And the 
reason I get this high level of education is because everything is Christ 

centered. Having people around you of the same faith is so desper-
ately important! I have the assurance every day when I come to school 

that I will be taught the true Word of God, and that is something to 
praise God about. So if you're afraid of the distance, or you're afraid of 
not knowing anyone, pray about it. God's Word is the most important 

thing in our lives, and when we are surrounded by people who have the 
same beliefs, that distance and fear falls away. As God says, he will not 

let anything or anyone take us from the palm of his hands.

Junior Reflection - Olivia Zanto

Honor choir performing in Spring Concert

Awards received at State Oral Interp



In memory of Ted Moe
Mike & Vonnie Reilly

In memory of Carlos Abraham
Virgil & Sue Borns
Maynard & Lois Kruse
Thomas & Melanie Werner

In memory of Eleanor Mehlberg
Larry & Sally Waterfall

In memory of Rolla Stoltenburg
Paul & Barbara Waldron
Darwin Giese
Verlaine Redlin
Terry & Joan Kaaz
Leon Hackbart
James & Mavis Taecker
Leo & Jan Kannas
James & Mavis Beskow
Marilyn Schwartzbauer

In memory of Larry Posner
LaVern & Rose Schmig
Anita Abraham 
Leo & Jan Kannas

In memory of Dennis Duin
Ralph & Judy Rabenberg
David & Lanita Farstad
Marvin & Cory Walz
Norman & Earlene Mischke

In memory of Barb Bubolz
Lester & Jerilyn Kramer

In memory of Jerry Caulfield
Lester & Jerilyn Kramer

In memory of Vernon Fischer
Andrew & Christine Backus

In memory of Lyle Leins
Tim & Rhonda Leins

In memory of Margie Dessonville
Larry & Deborah Lutz
Karen Miller

In memory of Rose Marie Reuer
Larry & Deborah Lutz

In memory of Judy Radunz
Timothy & Barbara Swantz

In memory of Betheva Gietz 81st 
Birthday
Robert Gietz

In memory of Verna Hollenbeck
Ellen Heisner
Karen Miller
Elaine Almos
Donald & Karen Mischke
David Mischke
Larry & Heather Pung

In memory of Darrel Benson
Ed & Kathy Schmaedeka

In memory of Bryce Collins
Larry & Sally Waterfall
Alan, Bret & Marlene Buskrud
David & Corolyn Edison
John & Valoy Nordlie

In memory of Erwin Baer
Debra Hauge
Darwin & Delores Hunt
Darold & Mary Hunt
Goldie Heinrich
Will & Fay Stone

In memory of Steve Andrisen
David & Dixie Korth
Paul & Barbara Waldron

In memory of Duane & Connie        
Severson
Darwin & Delores Hunt

In memory of LD Hollenbeck
Larry & Heather Pung
 
In memory of Norman Frey
Donald & Karen Mischke
Jerry & Diana Landis
Terry & Kathy Krause
Ross & Coleen Schaffer
Mark & Theresa Schaffer
Ralph & Judy Rabenberg
Ted & Marvie Rabenberg
Timothy & Donna Pfitzer
Patricia Kramer
Kathryn Hinker
Nyle & Lanita Herbener
Beverly Arndt
Doug & Liz Arndt
Laila Arndt
Rise Seidl
Steven & Paula Danekas
Ralph & Marilyn Randall
Lloyd Schlomer
Larry & Deborah Lutz
Jeff Kolb
Joel Tucker
Fred & Elaine Klingbeil
Peter & Barbara Naumann
Janine Salverson
Curtiss & Charleen Seefeldt
Robert & Pam Seyer
Dale & Mary Lou Perman
Gary & Madonna Gilbert
Kathy Nelson
Marilyn Schwartzbauer
Lynn Frey
Justin & Leslie Brauer
Rita Rabenberg
Ronald & Virginia Glock
Peggy Jackson
Robert & MaryAnn Ernst
Vicki Altman
Kennith & Ardys Gosch
Erv Miller

In memory of Bernice Watson
Marvin & Cory Walz

In memory of Edward                     
Brandenburger
Harold & Patricia Tribitt

In memory of Joann Roethler
Laverne & Rose Schmig
James & Mavis Beskow
Verlaine Redlin

In memory of Esther Bauer
Jennifer Sauer
Lynn Frey

In memory of Luanne Sulzle Roy
Tim & Donna Pfitzer

In memory of Leroy & Virginia       
Engler
David & Connie Paul

In memory of Eleanor Mangels
Elmo & Cherry Dorn

In memory of Norma Lynn
Lester & Jerilyn Kramer

In memory of Paul Day
Erland & Sandy Carlson

In memory of Betty Jeseritz
Clayton & Peggy Nei

In memory of Norma Rust
Elizabeth Begalka

In memory of Howard & Virginia 
Hallman
Jeff Hallman

In memory of Elaine Nelson
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Henry, SD

In memory of Beverly Wright
Thomas & Margie Hansen

In memory of Ron Hedtke
Neil & Gayle Schultz

In memory of Sue Schlomer
Mark & Theresa Schaffer

In memory of Jan Aalberg
Karen Miller
Dennis & Ann Hayes
Nyle & Lanita Herbener
Brian & Sharon Lendt
Dean & Sharon Wartenbee

In memory of Marion Paulis
Karen Miller

In memory of John Clouser
Blair & Tammy Lindwurm

In memory of Jan Schull
Dennis & Ann Hayes

In memory of Jean Steinmetz
Dennis & Ann Hayes

In memory of Chuck Bowen
Lester & Jerilyn Kramer
Joyce Kramer

In Memory Of...



In memory of Donald Dennert
Lynn Conn

In memory of John Luecke
Elizabeth Begalka

In memory of Eugene Nelson
Ralph & Marilyn Randall
Neil & Gayle Schultz
Kennith & Ardys Gosch

In memory of Stanley Weiss
Timothy & Donna Pfitzer
Larry & Deborah Lutz

In memory of Carol Ruckheim
Glen & Marilyn Kramer

In memory of Dorothy Campbell
Karen Miller
Bruce & Mona Klatt
Ellen Heisner

In memory of David Waege
Marilyn Schwartzbauer
Charmaine Mansheim

In memory of Dorothy Frey
Marilyn Schwartzbauer

In memory of Charles & Kenneth
Smith
Beverly Smith

In memory of Enock & May Geiszler
Rev. Roderick & Linda Luebchow

In memory of Helen Carlson
Erland & Sandra Carlson

In memory of Levka Oslund 
Erland & Sandra Carlson
Allen & Noma Kannas
Ellen Heisner
Shirley Born
Courtney & Karen Livingston

In memory of Paul & Ruth Katos
Tim & Rhonda Leins

In memory of Eyvonne Chielke
David & Connie Paul

In memory of Rev. Darrick         
Kolterjahn
Larry & Wanda Wiederich

In memory of Pastor Warren        
Widmann
Charmaine Mansheim

In memory of Judy Thoma
Eunice Meyer

In memory of Carolyn Kosel
Mark & Theresa Schaffer

In memory of Darwin Mathews
Ethel Anderson

In memory of Cecelia Scholl
Charles & Elva Oppelt

In memory of Andy Molengraaf                                                                           
Charles & Elva Oppelt

In memory of Larry McLaughlin
Charles & Elva Oppelt

In memory of Orrin Gunderson
Maurice & Phyllis Gunderson
Paul & Barbara Waldron

In memory of Bob Landphere
Glenda Landphere

In memory of Dorothy Winge
David & Dixie Korth

In memory of Armond Harr
Tim & Barb Swantz

In memory of Gary Brekke
Tim & Barb Swantz

In memory of Donna Brown
David & Connie Paul

In memory of Rhoda Krause
Loraine Stindt

In memory of Joe Thomsen
Florence Dorn

In memory of Ruth Boender
Charles & Elva Oppelt

In memory of Bob Boehnke
Phyllis Meseberg
Ellen Heisner
Don & Karen Mischke
Orville Taecker
Virgil & Sue Borns
Shirley Born
Margaret Nordhus

In memory of Leonard Prins
Erland & Sandra Carlson

In memory of Fred Pederson
Tim & Renae Pederson

In memory of Jeff Dorn
Tim & Renae Pederson

In memory of Edgar Bunde
Leo & Jan Kannas
Harland & Marlyce Borns
Phyllis Meseberg
James & Mavis Beskow
Darwin Giese
Ellen Heisner
John & Corinne Almquist

In memory of Marilyn Burch
Harold Burch

In memry of Helmut Roemer
Verlyn & Kelly Hahn

In memory of Julie Ann Festerling
Mark & Theresa Schaffer

In memory of Shaun Robinson
David Mischke

In memory of Kenneth L. "Ken"
Kittelson
David Mischke              

In honor of Laila Arndt’s 90th      
Birthday  
Doug & Liz Arndt
Ben & Emily Kratz
Nyle & Lanita Herbener
Mark & Janet Gunderson

In honor of David, Michael, and 
John  Sell, Gerald & Carol Geiger
Robert & Bonnie Sell

In honor of Joy Lenz
Michael & Joy Lenz

In honor of Harley Hansen
Harley & Barbara Hansen

In honor of Frank & Alma Nelson
LaVern & Sylvia Zamow

In honor of Marlyn Taecker’s 90th 
Birthday
Orville Taecker

In honor of NLA Class of 1950
Roma Bunch

In honor of Florence Dorn’s 90th 
Birthday
Florence Dorn
 
In honor of Alma Hass's 102nd      
Birthday
Gerald & Donna Davis

In honor of Ken & Marie Burkhart
Laila Arndt

In honor of Rev. Josh Schultz
Kenieth Pawlowski

In honor of the NLA Class of 1961
Charmaine Mansheim
  

CORRECTION:
In the Winter Grains 2022 Issue it 
shoud have read - 

In Honor of NLA Class of '71, 50th
Reunion
Entire Class of '71
Steve & Gail Vander Wal

*Memorials and Honors through          
   March 24, 2022

In Honor Of...
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Upcoming Events
May 5-7      Musical Beauty and the Beast             
May 6          Panther Field Day                                    
May 7           Delegate/Auxiliary Meetings 10am                             
May 20        Spring Awards Ceremony 4pm
May 20        Kaleidoscope Concert 7pm
May 21        Graduation 10am
June 1-3      Dakota-Montana District Teacher's
                       Conference
June 8-11    Panther Camp
July 18         GPL Golf Open
July 29-30  25th Anniversary Celebration

Printing of The Grains  is generously provided by  Borns Group, Inc. of Watertown, SD.

Save the Dates

Come and celebrate GPL’s 25th Anniversary this summer on 
July 29-July 30.  Look in the insert for more information and 
to register.

Register for the 8th 
Annual Great Plains 
Lutheran Golf Open 

online at 
bidpal.net/gplo22


